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2013Next Meeting: 

Tuesday, August 5, 6:00pm Bullock’s BBQ 
Program:  DFMA Members (what about them?) 
 By Michael, KK4EIB 

Michael has been looking at data about our club 
members and will report on interesting facts about 
our membership.  He will also compare us to other 
local clubs.  This should be very interesting. 

We will also have our annual election of officers (see 
below). 

President’s Corner 

Wow, it's hard to believe that a year has already 
passed since our last DFMA elections.  Over the past 
year I made it a practice to recognize an outstanding 
club member each month in the President's Corner.  
It was not easy picking just one member since we 
have so many wonderful and deserving members.  
Since my term is ending and this is my last 
President's Corner, I want to recognize all of our 
members that have been so instrumental in the 
success of the club over the past year.  Everyone has a 
lot to be proud of.  Some of the major 
accomplishments include participating in charitable 
events such as the Habitat Halloween Bike Ride, 

attending in the Creekside Elementary Science Fair, 
contributing to another successful DurHamFest, 
supporting Durham ARES, and co-sponsoring the  
local Field Day operation, just to name a few.  I have 

thoroughly enjoyed the splendid fellowship practiced 
by our members.  I wish everyone well and hope to 
see you at one of our Bullock's dinner meetings. 

73, Skip, WB4P 

DFMA Election and Candidates 

for Office 

At the May and July Bullock's dinner meetings I 
reminded everyone that elections for the DFMA 
board would be held at our August Bullock's dinner 
meeting. I also asked that anyone interested in 
running for the board please contact either Dee 
(KU4GC) or me (WB4P) so we could add you to the 
list of candidates. At the June board of directors 
meeting, I was asked to head the nominating 
committee since I was not a candidate for the board. 
The following individuals have expressed the desire 
to serve on the DFMA board and are candidates for 
the positions indicated. 

Officer Candidates 
President - Michael North (KK4EIB) 
Vice President - Dee Ramm (KU4GC)  
Treasurer - M.K. Ramm (W4MKR)  
Secretary - Dan Eddleman (KR4UB)  
Repeater Manager - Charlie Durst (NC4CD) 

At-Large Member Candidates 
       (in alphabetical order) 

Bob Clarke (W4RWC) 
Adriano Marcuz (KV7D) 
Karen Snyder (KD4YJZ) 
Dan Whitehead (KK4DMS) 

Those running for officer positions are 
currently unopposed; however, nominations 
from the floor can be included as candidates. 
Should Dan (KR4UB) be elected as secretary, 
we will need to fill the second year of his 
term. That will mean there will be 3 At-Large 
Member positions to fill. If Dan is elected as 
secretary, members will vote for 3 of the At-
Large Candidates. Pete Slugg (K4PHS) has 1 
year remaining on his 2-year term. Two 
DFMA members that are not candidates will 
be selected at the meeting to count the ballots 
and certify the election results.   

73, Skip, WB4P 

The DFMA Membership 
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Membership – New and Old 

New DFMA Member:  

Lewis Spurlin, N4NCT, Durham 
Say hello if you run into him! 
 

Callsign Changes: 

Skip, N4SKP is now WB4P 
Mark, KK4ZKN is now KR3AM 

 

ARRL Field Day 2014 – 

OCRA/DFMA Joint Score 

QSO's by band/mode: 

Total QSO Points:  3178 
X5 QRP Multiplier: 15,890 
Bonus Points: 
100% Emergency Power: 900  
Information Booth: 100 
NTS Message to SEC: 100    
W1AW FD Message: 100 
Natural Power QSO: 100    
Site Visit by Served Agency Official: 100 
Youth Participation: 100    
Web Submission of Score: 50 
Bonus Point Total: 1550  
Grand Total: 15,890  + 1550 = 17,440 
 

Excellent work everyone! Despite the very 
challenging propagation on 15M, 10M and VHF, we 
actually had slightly more QSO points than last year 
(+75). We had some loss of bonus points due to 
family tragedy and our change in venue, but only 
backslid 235 points. The advance preparatory work 
by the band captains, in some cases actually setting 
up test stations in advance, made a big difference and 
eliminated some problems before the event itself. 
 

Also on the plus side, most participants have told me 
it was the most fun they ever experienced at a Field 
Day operation. We owe a lot of that to the excellent 
site support by Wilson Lamb and his family, they 
went above and beyond to provide comfort and 
material aid to anyone who needed it. We hope they 
will have us back! 
 

There were a few issues with inter-station 
interference, those will likely be minimized next time 
by spreading  out a bit more. We had quite a few 
stations crowding up by the road when there was a 
lot of prime real estate with good tall trees by the 

pond that was underutilized.  My thanks to all the 
operators and supporters that made this event a 
success! 
73, --  Dave Snyder, W4SAR 
Field Day Coordinator  OCRA/DFMA 

 
Antennas for Everyone  

When I became a ham in 1996, at one of the DFMA 
meeting at the Picadilly Cafeteria at South Square 
Mall (all gone now…), there was a program which 
showed you how to make your own J-Pole antennas.  
I ended up with one of these twin-lead J-Poles and for 

several years, my home station consisted of 
an HT driving this J-Pole antenna.  (Since 
HTs were all that we had in the family, I used 
a magmount in the car with the same HT for 
mobile use.)  The antenna was a 2 meter 
antenna but seemed to work well on 440 as 

well. 
 

The driving force behind these DFMA antenna 
projects was Max, KO4TV.  Max also wrote a series of 
articles called “Antennas for Everyone”, which 
included detailed instructions on how to construct 
some of them.  I ran across these articles a while ago 
while perusing old Links (thanks to NC4CD).  I 
thought it would be worth republishing some of 
them, especially for the benefit of some or our newer 
hams.  I sent email to Max (who dropped his DFMA 
membership when he moved away to Archer Lodge) 
and asked if he minded my reprinting them.  He 
seemed pleased that there was still interest and said 
yes,  I could.  
 

So, below is a copy of Max’s article on making wire  J-
Pole.  I expect to have more in future editions of the 
Link. 
- Dee, KU4GC, editor 
 

The Venerable “J-Pole”  

- Max, KO4TV (From the April 1997 Link) 

Since most Hams begin their career as Tech or Tech+ 
licensees, the first antenna in this series will be a 
simple, cheap and very effective omnidirectional 2 
meter vertical. It requires a piece of common 300 
ohm television lead-in wire about 5 feet long, a piece 
of coax cable long enough to reach from the antenna 
to the radio, a suitable antenna fitting to match your 
radio and a piece of string to hang it with (nothing 
very high-tech or high-cost here just like I promised!) 
Tools required will be a soldering iron or gun, knife, 
ice pick or nail, and a short piece of radio solder. (A 
word of caution here: NEVER USE ACID-CORE 

Mode 80M 40M 20M 15M 10M 6M 2M QSO’s Points 

CW 108 354 506 139 9 2 -- 1109 2218 

Digital -- 114 51 14 -- -- -- 179 358 

Phone 167 169 132 103 26 4 1 602 602 

 



       

 

 

The Link    Newsletter of the Durham FM Association 

 
SOLDER FOR RADIO WORK!! If you do, you will wind 
up with a mess of green corrosion). 
 

The drawings and measurements for 
this simple antenna are mostly self-
explanatory, so little text will be 
required. In spite of its low cost and 
simplicity, this antenna will produce 12 
dB or more gain over a typical “Rubber 
Duck”, which translates into a power 
gain of almost 16 to 1! Not bad for a $2 
or $3 antenna! One caveat that always 
appears in antenna construction 
articles is, “Some pruning and 
adjustment may be necessary for 
optimum performance”.  Don’t let this 
scare you away. If you have access to 
an SWR meter or antenna analyzer, 
fine, but it will work very well without 
having everything exactly right. The 
prototype antenna was built using 
plain old garden variety vinyl twin-
lead. If possible, avoid the more 
expensive foam filled twin-lead, as the 
velocity factor is different and 
dimensions will not be accurate. 
 

This antenna is excellent for portable 
or temporary work, and can be rolled 
up and carried in a shirt pocket when 
not in use.  
 

Until next time, Happy Antenna 
Constructing! 
 
Instructions 
- Cut a piece of 300 ohm TV lead-in 
wire exactly 53 1/2 inches long. 
- Strip 1/2 inch of insulation from each 
end. Solder the bare ends together. 
- Measuring up from the bottom end, very carefully 
cut through ONE wire exactly 16 3/4 inches from the 
end. Carefully strip back another 1/2 inch of wire 
from the upper end, fold it over to the other side of 
the twin-lead, strip a small amount of insulation from 
the other wire and solder them together. 
- Again measuring up from the bottom, strip a small 
amount of insulation off both wires at exactly 1 1/4 
inches and connect the center conductor and shield 
of your coax cable. (It really doesn’t matter which 
wire the center conductor or shield goes to. It works 
equally well either way). Bring the coax cable off the 
bottom of the antenna Tape it to the twin-lead for 
rigidity. Also tape it to the connection at 16 3/4 
inches for added strength and protection. 

- If you don’t already have a coax filing on the end of 
your cable, install one to match your 
radio. Punch a small hole near the top 
of the twin-lead and tie a nylon string 
for hanging. This antenna may be 
suspended from any convenient point 
in the house, from a tree limb, 
bamboo or PVC pole, or any like 
support. It should be as far as possible 
from any metallic objects to prevent 
de-tuning or reflections. 
- The dimensions given should work 
very well in most cases. However, if 
you have access to a good VHF SWR 
meter or antenna analyzer, you might 
make the overall length a couple of 
inches longer and prune for optimum 
matching. 
- RG-58 coax is usually used. However 
if you wish, a short length of smaller 
cable, such as RG-l74 may be used for 
lightness and convenience. 
- This makes an inexpensive antenna 
for base, mobile or boat use if 
mounted inside a piece of 112 inch 
PVC pipe, capped and sealed. If it is 
used inside a pipe, the dimensions 
must be reduced by about 10%. It is 
not recommended that you encase it 
in a pipe unless you have equipment 
to accurately measure resonance and 
impedance, as these must be 
optimized for best results. 
 
73, Max KO4TV 
 

 
Letter 2 from the Bankhead 

Convoy Special Event Organizers 

The May Link included a copy of the Invitation Letter 
to have us join in this “Bankhead Convoy” special 
event in the fall of 2015.  At a subsequent meeting, 
there was general interest and we sent back word to 
the organizers that the DFMA would participate.  
Below is the latest letter from the organizers. This 
will be discussed at the next DFMA Board meeting. 
 

MVPA 2015 Convoy On the Air 
Ham Radio Operating Groups 
 
Hello Fellow Amateur Radio Enthusiasts! 
 
Thank you for joining our team for the new and 
upcoming special event the MVPA 2015 Convoy on 
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the Air. We are still in the preliminary planning 
stages for the event, which is scheduled during the 
fall of 2015.  This is the 1st update letter.   

As stated in our invitation letter, we have been 
granted the approval of the MVPA (Military Vehicle 
Preservation Association) Convoy Committee to 
“link” ham radio special event stations to their 
Bankhead 2015 convoy.  As individual members of 
both the ARRL & the MVPA, we are happy that we 
created something that will join 2 great organizations 
together for one tremendous event! 

 As one of the clubs close to one of the planned 
overnight stopping points along the route, your club 
has decided to join our special event team.  So far, we 
have 8 stations in 7 states on our team.  I’ve added 
the participating group names next to the planned 
overnight stop. (text in red) 
 
19 September – depart Washington, DC- Alexandria 
Radio Club 
19 September – King’s Dominion, VA 
20 September – Durham, NC- Durham FM Association  
21 September – Charlotte, NC   
22 September – Rest day in Charlotte   
23 September – Anderson, SC- Anderson Radio Club 
24 September – Villa Rica, GA   
25 September – Birmingham, AL 
26 September – Rest day in Birmingham  
27 September – Rest day in Birmingham 
28 September – Oxford, MS- University of Mississippi 
ARC    
29 September – Helena, AR 

30 September – Hot Springs, AR- Hot Springs Village 
ARC & SPA ARC   
1 October – Rest day in Hot Springs   
2 October – Paris, TX     
3 October – Garland, TX    
4 October – Fort Worth, TX    
5 October – Rest day in Fort Worth   
6 October – Eastland, TX    
7 October – Sweetwater, TX    
8 October – Midland, TX    
9 October – Van Horn, TX    
10 October – Deming, NM    
11 October – Rest day in Deming 
12 October – Douglas, AZ- Cochise Amateur Radio 
Association    
13 October – Tucson, AZ    
14 October – Gila Bend, AZ    
15 October – Yuma, AZ- (3) area ham clubs (?) 
16 October – El Centro, CA- Imperial Valley Radio 
Group (?)    
17 October – San Diego, CA    
18 October – disband in San Diego 
 

We are still trying to get more groups to join the 
team.  We hope to try for at least one group in each of 
the 12 states the convoy will pass through. Our 
group- the Host Group- will probably operate from 
Florida throughout the entire time the convoy is “on 
the road”- Sept 19th through October 18th, 2015.  
 

The specific overnight locations are still in the 
planning and confirming stage by the MVPA Convoy 
team.  I know that is a critical bit of information for 
all of your groups.  As soon as I receive each of the 
confirmed locations, I will pass along that info to the 
respective group.  If you plan to operate from a 
convoy overnight location, once the actual site has 
been determined, we will need you to coordinate 
with the MVPA convoy team for your space needs so 
placement of your station will be optimized, yet safe 
within the vehicle movement area. 
 

In the meantime- we’d like to get some information 
from your groups. 
 

1) What type of event station are you planning to 
operate? “field day portable” style set up at the 
convoy location, operate from individual members 
homes or club base stations ? 
2) When will you operate your station? For as little as 
one day on the actual day the convoy stops for the 
night in your area, weekends only, or even 
throughout the entire 29-day convoy duration? 
3) Please provide the full contact person info: email, 
phone, address, alternate email or phone, etc. (if you 
haven’t already done so). 

 
 

 
text 
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4) Please provide the website link for your club or 
group (if you have one). 
5) Your thoughts and input about the 1x1 call sign 
(see section below) 
6) Your thought and input on the qsl cards and 
certificate themes (see section below). 
 

Of course, we are all still in the preliminary planning 
stages, with a lot of planning ahead of us.  The MVPA 
Convoy will have their own website, and we will have 
our separate website for the Ham Radio “link” to 
their convoy. They have agreed to incorporate our 
ham radio information into their postings, and we 
will do the same. We hope to have our MVPA 2015 
Convoy On the Air website operational in the early 
part of 2015.  We will have a web page to show each 
participating group, with a link to your own website, 
along with the correct qsl route for contacts made.  
We are also creating our own logo for the Ham Radio 
Special Event. 
 

We have been in contact with the ARRL coordinator 
for 1x1 special event call signs.  Our group- the “host” 
station will like to reserve the call sign N4N.  We have 
several options for choosing 1x1 call signs.  We can 
all have sequential call signs (N4A, N4B, N5A, N5B, 
N6A, N7A, etc- NUMBER OF YOUR CALL AREA STAYS 
WITH YOU), or (N4A, N4B, N4C, ETC- ALL USE THE 
SAME NUMBER “4”), or we can pick any “last letter” 
of your choice- (N4A- Alexandria, VA, N4D- Durham, 
NC, N6E- El Centro, CA, etc).  Right now, as of writing 
this letter, the whole alphabet of  “N # ?” is available. 
 

We also haven’t yet decided on a “theme” for the qsl 
cards that your groups will provide or for the 
certificate that will come from our group.  We would 
like your input in this issue.  We have several ideas: 
For the qsl cards that your groups will provide: 
1) Are there Bankhead Highway markers or historical 
signs in your area that would make a nice photo for a 
qsl card? 
2) A photo of your planned station set up with your 
local team members operating or as a group photo 
3) There might be a possibility of getting photo’s of 
some of the vehicles on the convoy- (prior to their 
departure in Washington DC) and choosing a 
different vehicle for each qsl card 
For the certificate that we will provide: 
1) A picture of all of the State Flags for each of the 
OPERATING states along the convoy route 
2) Photos of each of the State Welcome signs as the 
state border is crossed (if the state has an operating 
special event station) 
3) A picture of the official name and logo (or photo) 
of the “welcome” sign for each of the towns that 

operate a special event stations along the convoy 
route  
4) Photos of a military base within any OPERATING 
state- to match the number of stations OPERATING in 
each state. 
 

Any other ideas that you have- please suggest them. 
The qsl and certificate issue is a big draw for the 
fellow ham enthusiasts that will want to contact us 
during our event.  We want to give them something 
unique that they will show off or put in a frame for 
the shack! As the decisions are made about a theme 
for the qsl cards- I recommend that we get them all 
printed with the same company- our 
recommendation- KB3IFH in Maryland.  He did a very 
nice job on our N4N lighthouse cards, he’s fast and 
reasonable.  
 

Please note that I am your “point of contact” for all 
ham radio issues related to the 2015 MVPA CONVOY. 
Please remember- the MVPA has agreed to allow us 
to Link our Ham Radio Special Event to their planned 
CONVOY.  They are not hams! I am here to answer 
any questions that you have regarding the ham radio 
connection to the CONVOY.  As I mentioned above, as 
they get more locations confirmed, and as you decide 
the operating location needs of each of your stations, 
the MVPA Convoy Team will be included in your 
planning logistics. They will be included in all 
updates from us, as I am included in the updates from 
them. 
 

We have a lot of details to work out yet, but the 
success of this event will depend upon all of your 
local ham radio groups along the convoy route!  We 
glad that your group can see our “vision” of this 
Special Event!! 
 

Please contact us ASAP with the info requested 
above- we have a lot of plans to make!  
 

Our info: 
Sun Country Amateur Radio Society- SCARS- owns 
and operates a local repeater in Marion County, 
Florida.   
SCARS website: www.146970.com.   
KA4WJR- personal page in qrz.com has more 
information about our recent successful lighthouse 
activation (and the planned repeat activation in 
August 2014).   
 
My personal info: 
Carol Scoglio, KA4WJR 
Email: Ka4wjr@arrl.net or 
colemanpond84@gmail.com 
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Further update letters will be forthcoming as more 
details are determined. 

Hope to hear from you very soon! 
Carol, KA4WJR 

Board Meeting Minutes

(draft, not yet approved) 
Durham FM Association (DFMA) 

DFMA Board Meeting - 7/15/14 - KU4GC, Secretary 
Location: 1920 Front Street, Durham 
Attending: Skip, WB4P, president;  Michael, KK4EIB, 
vice president;  MK, W4MKR, treasurer; Dee, KU4GC, 
secretary; Charlie, NC4CD, repeater manager;   Dan, 
KR4UB, at-large member; Karen, KD4YJZ, at-large 
member; Ken, KI4QXJ, at-large member; Pete, K4PHS, 
at-large member; Bob, W4RWC, past president; Dave, 
W4SAR, field day coordinator;   

President - Skip, WB4P, called the meeting to order 
at 7:00pm.   

The 6/17/14 Board minutes and the7/8/14 Club 
Meeting minutes were unanimously approved. 

The Board then went into executive session to 
discuss some sensitive issues. 

REPORTS  

Vice President - Michael, KK4EIB 
- Michael reported that the August meeting he would
present a report on makeup of the DFMA
membership and will present some comparisons
with other clubs such as OCRA, RARS and CARC.
(This is what was planned for the July meeting but
some new data from other clubs led to the delay of
the program.)

Treasurer - MK, W4MKR 

Current members: 86 are paid up so far for this year. 

Secretary - Dee, KU4GC 
- Dee had nothing to report and no business that was
unrelated to the Repeater Manager.

Repeater Manager - Charlie, NC4CD 
Charlie reported that he was now working on TV Hill 
odds and ends.  Dee asked if the VA repeater phone 
line could now be cancelled.  Charlie replied that the 
line had been moved to TV Hill (alternative plans had 
not worked) and we still had the same number.  
Other details such as the loudness of courtesy tones 

and Morse IDs and the desirability for outgoing PL 
tones were discussed. 

Next he will devote his energy to rebuilding the 
remote receiver/voter system for the Hillsborough 
225 repeater. 

He also reported that there had been proposals and 
counter proposals with respect to the Hillsborough 
land lease.  

Charlie then discussed some future plans.  One is to 
install a small 440 repeater at the VA hospital.  He 
also expressed interest in a linking system.  He also 
thought we should invest in a generator for the 
Hillsborough site.  The backup batteries would not 
last more than about eight hours. 

Field Day Coordinator - Dave, W4SAR 
Dave reported that he was getting together the last 
details on the score.  A fifth youth operator has been 
identified and Dave will nail down the natural power 
bonus.  We missed some bonus points such as “a 
public location” and “elected official”.  After double-
checking everything, he hopes to send in the report 
next week. 

MCU - Dan, KR4UB 
Dan reported that he had installed two of the pulse 
chargers.  (There is one more to go for the generator 
battery.)  He also noted that the motor battery had 
been run down because someone left something 
turned on.  He proposed that some kind of LED 
warning light be installed that would be on when the 
battery was seeing a load. 

He also noted that at Field Day he had measured a 
30V drop with a 19A load on a branch circuit.  That 
was potentially dangerous and needed to be tracked 
down.  (At Field Day the circuit was bypassed.) 

MK, W4MKR, reminded everyone that we needed an 
inventory of the equipment in the MCU.  With such a 
list we can add it to the insurance. 

Nominating Committee - Skip, WB4P 
Skip reported that it looked like we had one nominee 
for each office/opening.  The nominees are: 
KK4EIB, president; KU4GC, vice president; W4MKR, 
treasurer; KR4UB, secretary; NC4CD, repeater 
manager; KK4DMS; KD4YJZ; and W4RWC for at-large 
board positions. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Dee reported that Rhett, KE4HIH, had asked to be 
relieved of Thursday night net-control duties while 
the Possum-Trot net is short on net controls.  Dee 
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reported that Skip (who had been covering 5th 
Thursdays when they occur) will replace Rhett.  
Michael will do 5th Thursdays.  This arrangement 
was approved unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:42pm. 

Club Meeting Minutes 

Durham FM Association (DFMA) 
DFMA Meeting - 7/8/14 - KU4GC Secretary 
Location: Bennett Pointe Grill, Durham 
Attending: Steve, W3AHL; Mark, KR3AM; Wilson, 
W4BOH; Mike, KK4BPH; Charlie, NC4CD;  Justin, 
KD4CPM; Dan, KK4DMS; Michael, KK4EIB; Dee, 
KU4GC; MK, W4MKR; Wayne, KJ4GDW; Janet; Gary, 
W1GWL; Rhett, KE4HIH; Joanna, KE4QOZ; Duke, 
K2MZ; Nancy; Tony, K1OC; Tony; Tim, KJ4OLI; 
Tucker, KK4UNZ;  John, KX4P; Skip, WB4P; Lowell, 
KK4PH; Pete, K4PHS; Ken, KI4QXJ; Bob, W4RWC; 
Dave, W4SAR; Karen, KD4YJZ; Dan, KR4UB; Don, 
KE4UVJ; Dave, NA4VY;  Paul, N2XZF;  Jim, WB4YYY; 
Sue, KA4AVM 
A total of 35 attending, 32 of them hams. 

President - Skip, WB4P, called the meeting to order 
at 7:00 pm.  He thanked everyone for making Field 
Day a great success.  He then opened the activities 
with the traditional self introductions.   

Skip also reported that he had been appointed as the 
Nominating Committee for the annual DFMA 
election to be held next meeting.  He had contacted 
existing officers and at-large board members asking if 
they wanted to run again.  He had also contacted 
some others to ask about their interest.  So far the 
slate of nominations would be:  Michael, KK4EIB, 
President; Dee, KU4GC, Vice President; MK, W4MKR, 
Treasurer; Dan, KR4UB, Secretary; Charlie, NC4CD, 
Repeater Manager.  Pete, K4PHS, will served the 2nd 
year of his at-large board position.  Dan, KR4UB, is in 
a similar situation but would leave a one year 
opening if elected Secretary. 

Nominated for the probably three at-large Board 
positions are Karen, KD4YJZ; Bob, W4RWC; and Dan, 
KK4DMS.  Anyone else interested in any of these 
positions should contact Skip or Dee.  Nominations 
from the floor, just before voting, will also be 
accepted. 

REPORTS 

Vice President - Michael, KK4EIB 
had no report. 

Treasurer - MK, W4MKR 

 
Members: 86 in good standing (who had paid 2014 
dues by the end of the meeting) 

Secretary - Dee, KU4GC 
- Dee noted that there were still a number of items
that the DFMA had been given that had not sold at
RARSfest or DurHamFest.  At the last Board Meeting
he had been given permission to dispose of these
items however he saw fit, including discarding or
keeping them.  The current plan is to send a list of all
remaining items with bids from Dee.  Anyone can bid
higher on them in order to buy them.  Dee will also
send additional information on any of the items on
request.  In effect, this will be an on-line auction.  The
goal will be to earn as much money for the club as
possible while disposing of them to avoid long term
storage issues.
- Dee reported that at the last Board meeting, the
Club had approved (shared with OCRA) refunding
Wilson’s Field Day insurance expenses and the
purchase of a gift certificate for Dee Anne as our
token of appreciation for the use of their property for
Field Day
- He then read a card from Dee Anne Lamb to the
DFMA thanking us for her gift certificate and for
being such good guests for Field Day.
- He also reported that the DFMA Thursday night DC
ARES and DFMA net had moved from the 147.225
repeater to the 145.450 repeater that is now located
on TV Hill.  The use of that repeater provided a vast
improvement in signal quality for the majority of the
regular participants.

Repeater Manager - Charlie, NC4CD 
Charlie reported that the lawyers were finally in 
active negotiations on the Hillsborough tower lease 
with fairly large proposals and counter offers.  We 
are covered by our agreement with Crown Castle. 

ARES - Lowell, KK4PH 
Lowell reported that Jim, NN4JW, was still working 
on interference problems with the HF getting into the 
PA system.  He has greatly reduced the problem. 

Field Day Coordinator - Dave, W4SAR 
Dave reported on Field Day.  The weather 
cooperated.  The 10meter and 15meter bands were 
pretty bad.  We missed a few of the bonus points we 
usually get.  However, all reports were that people 
felt very good about this Field Day and the wonderful 
site.  The preliminary point total is above 17000, 
about 275 fewer points than last year. 
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Door Prizes 
Lowell, KK4PH, won a jig, with magnifying glass,  to 
hold wires while soldering.  Mike, KK4BPH, won a cap 
with the DFMA logo, donated by Skip, WB4P. 

Programs:  

Using the TV Hill Controller Features 
by Lowell, KK4PH 
Lowell handed out instruction sheets showing how to 
use the remote base feature of the TV Hill repeaters 
(145.45 and 444.1)  and how to use the IRLP function 
on the 444.1  He used an HT to demonstrate some of 
the functions, effectively linking the 145.45 with the 
147.225 in Hillsborough. 

D-Star Repeaters
by Michael, KK4EIB
Michael reported that he had found some errors in
the data about DFMA members that were to be his
presentation for the evening.  Also, other clubs have
also requested a similar analysis relating to their
members.  He hopes to be ready to make this
presentation in August.

His presentation for this evening was on the D-Star 
repeater he is planning to erect in the Triangle.  He 
reviewed some of the D-Star basics.  The planned 
repeater will be on the tower near the UNC TV tower 
and will have the call K4RDU on a frequency of 
442.5375.  He hopes to increase the digital coverage 
over those of existing repeaters.  Phase one will cover 
mostly Raleigh and Chapel Hill. 

Meeting adjourned. 

Buy – Sell – Trade 

Wanted: Dead Microwave Ovens 
I can use dead/dying/unwanted microwave ovens.  
The power transformers can be used for power 
supply construction.  Thanks. 
Wilson – W4BOH 

For Sale: Various Items 
- I still have 8X coax from the last group buy, 40
cents/foot.
- A bag of a dozen fiberglass mast sections, as often
seen at Field Day.
No accessories, just bag and mast.  $35.
- Heathkit Cantenna 1KW dummy load.  $30.
Wilson – W4BOH

Upcoming Events (dfma.org for details) 

8/5 6pm DFMA Meeting, Bullock’s BBQ 
8/9 7pm VE Session, Orange County EOC 
8/11 7pm OCRA Meeting, Orange County EOC 
8/19 7pm DFMA Board Meeting, NC4CD Office 
8/30,31 7am Shelby Hamfest, Cleveland Cty FrGnds 
9/5 6pm DFMA Meeting, Bullock’s BBQ 

Web Site: dfma.org

More Field Day Pix by KR3AM 

See more of Mark’s Field Day pictures at 

https://plus.google.com/photos/112510612790685707831/albu

ms/6036103186391734673?authkey=CJzd2fGix9eM9QE 

73 - Dee, KU4GC, Editor 
- MK, W4MKR, Proofreader

Send copy to ku4gc@amsat.org 
Deadline: one week before the Club Meeting 
(Images and copy: KU4GC or as credited) 

Tucker, KK4UNZ, works CW as Steve, KZ1X, looks on. 

The DFMA MCU: A Beacon in the Twilight 

https://plus.google.com/photos/112510612790685707831/albums/6036103186391734673?authkey=CJzd2fGix9eM9QE
https://plus.google.com/photos/112510612790685707831/albums/6036103186391734673?authkey=CJzd2fGix9eM9QE
mailto:ku4gc@amsat.org

