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Next Meeting: 

Tuesday, April 2, Bullock’s BBQ 6:00pm 
Program: Voice of America Site 
Wayne Estabrooks, KJ4GDW, and 
Dan Eddleman,  KR4UB 

On March 4, 2013, Dan, KR4UB and Wayne, KJ4GDW 
were privileged to tour the only operational 
remaining Voice of America high power short wave 
broadcast transmitter site in North America. 
Situated on a 2,715 acre site, Site B continues to 
operate a full broadcast schedule but the future is 
uncertain due to aging equipment and the cost of 
operation in these economic times and the perceived 
reduced need to broadcast information to the world. 

Dan and Wayne will present pictures and facts about 
this interesting facility located a few miles east of 
Greenville in Pitt County, North Carolina.  

President’s Corner 

Fellow DFMA members:  I hope to see many of you at 

RARS this Saturday and even more at our monthly 

meeting, next Tuesday at Bullock's. 

- 73, Bob W4RWC

Need Field Day Band Captains 

Both 20 Meter Phone and 80 Meter Phone are still in 
need of band captains for Field Day.  Russ, KF4WXD, 
who co-captained 20M Phone last year is willing to 
partner up with whoever will step up. 

I ran both 40 M digital and 80 Phone last year, but 
desire to run the one multiband digital station we 
will have this year and let someone else run 80 
Phone. I already have 80M dipoles available for use 
for that station. 

73, Dave, W4SAR 

RARSfest Saturday:  DFMA Table 

Come visit the DFMA Club Table at RARS.  We have 
two tables.  A large part of that space will be 
dedicated to selling the cache of parts, kits, meters, 
etc. that made up the portion of the KC4JGI gift that 
the Club decided not to keep.  Have a look at what is 
for sale and get a good deal.  All proceeds go to the 
DFMA.  If you have something to sell, you can also use 
the Club Table.  (You will be expected to donate a 

percentage of your sales to the DFMA to help cover 
the cost of table rental.) 

We will be next to the two OCRA Club Tables.  
Members of both clubs will be able to sell from either 
table. 

- Dee, KU4GC

The MCU Gets a Scrubbing 

An elite team consisting of Wayne, KG4GDW, Don, 
KE4UVJ, and Bob, W4RWC, administered a long 
needed scrubbing to the MCU.  They deserve thanks 
from all members of the DFMA. 

Have I Paid My Dues? 

You can now find the answer to that question on the 

DFMA web site:  dfma.org  Click on Membership at 

the top to get to the right page.  Scroll down a bit to get 

to the heading: “List of DFMA Members (and recent 

members)”.  Below that you will find a list of call signs, 

ordered by call-sign suffix, followed by the date through 

which dues have been paid.  (If you are not in the list, 

then it’s been a while.) 

If you find that you are in arrears, then scroll back up a 

bit and you can find a link to the membership form all 

ready to print.  Mail it in or better yet, bring it and 

yourself to the next DFMA meeting at Bullock’s. 

Bob, W4RWC, & Don, KE4UVJ, Making it shine. 
Picture courtesy of KJ4GDW 
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Creekside School Spectacular 

Science Extravaganza 

Once again the trusty MCU has ventured 
outside its barnyard to visit the kids, 
parents, and faculty of Creekside 
Elementary School during their Science 
Expo night. One fine thing to come of this 
visit is that an intrepid gang of hams met at 
the firehouse before the event to wash the 
MCU and remove the wildlife nesting 
therein.  Thanks Wayne, Bob, and Don!  
She's all shiny again.  Well, somewhat shiny. 

We took the MCU down in plenty of time 
and got set up and on shore power well 
before the hordes of science fans showed 
up.  Rich directed us to a good parking spot 
and made sure we were safely set up.  Rhett, 
Bob, and Dick were set up inside and in HF 
and VHF communication with the MCU.  
Excessive power was not required to span 
the 75 or so feet between stations.  Several kids 
talked from inside to outside and then came out to 
visit the gang in the MCU (Lowell, Wayne, Wilson and 
Wilson's friend Van) to talk in the other direction.  All 
were at least a 
little interested 
in the wonders of 
radio and one or 
two seemed like 
they might follow 
up if given 
proper 
encouragement.  
Several adults 
thanked us for 
appearing.  There 
was even one 
parent/ham! 

As usual, the kids 
were a little 
young for radio 
and perhaps not 
fully ready to 
relate to the 
geriatrics putting 
on the show.  Of 
course they tend to be a little fatigued by visiting the 
many other demonstrations and displays available.  
Lowell has made several suggestions for augmenting 
our presentation next time, primarily enlisting some 
younger people and some females to be in our cast.  

He'll be sharing his ideas as we think about our next 
appearance. 

Never one to miss a chance to get on HF, Wilson 
erected the Tarheel vertical on the MCU and had good 
SSB contact with Fl, GA, and TX AND a nice CW 
contact with Belgium!  The SSB contacts were on the 
Yaesu and the CW on the good old Kenwood.  VHF 

and UHF were exercised during the 
demos and while the MCU was 
transiting the mile or so between the 
firehouse and the school.  The 
generator was exercised during setup 
and raised the temperature in the MCU 
to the balmy level preferred by people 
of the age of our crew.  A small space 
heater on shore power kept the 
temperature up during visiting hours. 

Creekside is a good event for us.  It 
forces a bit of MCU practice and 
involves very little travel.  If meeting 
kids and parents sounds like fun, you 
can probably get a place on next year's 
crew! 
- Wilson, W4BOH

DurHamFest – SOON! 

It’s sneaking up on us and it’s not too 

soon to start thinking about DurHamFest.  

This year it will again be at the Little River Community 

Center.  The date is May 25, so mark your calendar!  

The format will be pretty much the same as last year.  

And we can use your help!  We will dedicate at least a 

part of our May club meeting for final preparations.  

Meanwhile, let Paul, KE4OXN, know if you can help. 

(His email address is EliVanD@aol.com) 

Dick, WA2ROC, talking to the MCU on a super 
efficient antenna. 

Picture Courtesy of KK4PH 

Fun  in the MCU     Picture Courtesy of KK4PH 
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Club Meeting Minutes 

Durham FM Association (DFMA) 
DFMA Meeting - 3/5/13 - KU4GC Secretary 

Location: Bullock’s BBQ, Durham 
Attending: Dewey, WA4AHR; Wilson, W4BOH; Mike, 
KK4BPH; Charlie, NC4CD; Justin, KD4CPM;  Michael, 
KK4EIB; Dee, KU4GC; MK, W4MKR; Wayne, KJ4GDW; 
Rhett, KE4HIH; Joanna, KE4QOZ; Roy, WA2JLW; Jim, 
KG4NEL; Mark, KJ4NPF; Jim, WA4OPI; Jim, KB4OT; 
Paul, KE4OXN; John, W4PAH; Pete, K4PHS; Ken, 
KI4QXJ; Bob, W4RWC; Dave, W4SAR; Karen, KD4YJZ; 
Skip, N4SKP; Derek, KO4T; Dan, KR4UB; Don, 
KE4UVJ;  Rich, KD6VK; Sam, KJ4VWG; Dave, NA4VY; 
plus two visitors (hams) who did not sign in. 

A total of 32 attending, all of them hams. 

President - Bob, W4RWC, called the meeting to order 
at 7:00 pm. 

REPORTS 

Vice President - Michael, KK4EIB 
Nothing to report. 

Secretary - Dee, KU4GC 
Dee reported that the Board has decided to keep the 
HF station pieces of the KC4JGI gift.  Most of the other 
items were there for inspection.  Any bids made by 
members would be recorded and if no better offer is 
made at RARSfest, that bid would win. 

Dee asked for authorization to rent two tables at 
RARS for a DFMA Club Table.  There was general 
approval; no objections. 

Treasurer - MK, W4MKR 
 

Members: 64 in good standing (who had paid 2013 
dues by the end of the meeting) 

Repeater Manager - Charlie, NC4CD 
Nothing to report. 

Field Day Coordinator - Dave, W4SAR 
Dave stated that the Elizabeth Brady Road site has 
been selected for Field Day.  It has many advantages 
over the old site including much easier access.  Band 
captains from last year will be asked first if they want 
to repeat this year.  Any slots left unclaimed will then 
be open to DFMA and OCRA members.  (Of course 
you don’t need to be a band captain to participate.  
Lots of help is needed.) 

Hamfest Captain - Paul, KE4OXN 
Paul reported that everything is in place for 
DurHamFest, on 5/25.  We will, again, be using the 
Little River Community Center site.  He handed out 
flyers and asked for any corrections (before he makes 
more copies to distribute at other hamfests). 

Announcements 
- The Creekside Elementary School Science Fair will
be on Thursday, 3/21 from 6pm to 8pm.  The DFMA
MCU will be there.  If you can help out, please contact
Rich, KD6VK.

- Dave, W4SAR, reported there would be a VE Testing
Session, Monday 3/11, at 7:15pm, at the Orange
County EOC. (This is concurrent with the OCRA
meeting.)  The  fee is still $15 and picture ID (driver’s
license) and your current license (if any) are
required.

Door Prizes 
Dave, W4SAR, won a Black and Decker parts 
organizer and Michael, KK4EIB, won a 25’ Black and 
Decker tape measure. 

Program: Show and Tell 

Paul, KE4OXN, brought part of his Vintage Battery 
Collection.  He showed off an amazing array of 
primary batteries that have been used over the years. 

Wayne, KJ4GDW, brought a vintage Eico Capacitor 
Tester.  He demonstrated it with an electrolytic 
capacitor to show how the tuning “eye” worked.   

Wilson, W4BOH, brought a (heavy) Power 
Transformer from a discarded microwave oven.  He 
has been collecting them with the plan to use them 
for tube-type rigs and amplifiers.  (He noted that the 
unit was welded together, not bolted as is the 
traditional approach.) 

Pete, K4PHS, brought a Navy J38 morse code key 
and related the interesting history of how it came 
into his possession and his efforts to track down the 
previous owner. 

Charlie, NC4CD, brought several Tactical 
Flashlights.  He demonstrated various sizes 
including a large one that put out an amazing amount 
of light.  They all use the Cree LEDs and the prices 
have been coming down.  (His smaller set of three 
came from Costco.  Mike, KK4BPH, had recently 
bought a set of two larger flashlights, also from 
Costco.) 
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Sam, KJ4VWG, brought a set of Morse Code 

Paddles.  These are available for purchase onlin e 
with options relating to spring vs. magnetic action. 

Meeting adjourned. 

Board Meeting Minutes 

Durham FM Association (DFMA) 
Board Meeting - 3/19/13 - KU4GC, Secretary 

Location: 1920 Front Street, Durham 
Attending: Charlie, NC4CD; Dee, KU4GC; MK, 
W4MKR; Bob, W4RWC; Skip, N4SKP; Michael, 
KK4EIB; Karen, KD4YJZ; Dave, W4SAR; Sam, 
KJ4VWG; Dan, KR4UB; Paul, KE4OXN 

President - Bob, W4RWC, called the meeting to order 
at 7:00pm.   

He noted that he had been part of an MCU work party 
the previous Saturday with  Wayne, KJ4GDW, and 
Don, KE4UVJ.  They washed the MCU in anticipation 
of taking it to the Creekside Science Fair. 

REPORTS 

Vice President - Michael, KK4EIB 
Michael reported that the planned program for April 
would be about a Voice of America site visit by 
Wayne, KJ4GDW, and Dan, KR4UB.  Both slides and 
video are in the works. 

Secretary - Dee, KU4GC 
The 2/19/13 Board minutes and the 3/5/13 Meeting 
minutes were approved as distributed.   

He noted that he received email from a ham (not a 
member but who had participated in Field Day 2011), 
asking to have his Outer Banks rental property 
“listed” because he liked hams a tenants.  Discussion 
suggested that if it looked like a possible benefit to 
hams and the ad made it clear that it was not 
endorsed by the DFMA, so listing it on the web and in 
the Link should be ok. 

Dee also reminded everyone that we will have tables 
at RARSfest for selling the gift equipment and that 
other thing could be sold at the club table.  Also, we 
have decided to put the HF Station components of the 
gift into a go kit -- somebody needs to head up that 
effort. 

Treasurer - MK, W4MKR 
 

Current members: 66 are paid up so far for this year. 

Dee then distributed a summary and more detailed 
reports of last year’s DFMA finances.  These reports 
included breakdowns by our various expense and 
income categories.  Overall, last year we spent 
approximately $500 more than we took in.  The year 
before, we received about $1000 more than we spent.  
Over the long term, our finances have been 
remarkably stable. 

After some discussion it was decided that the repairs 
to the shed on the Hill should be charged to 
“Repeater Costs” rather than “Administrative Costs”.  
In contrast, the Hoover road shed repairs would stay 
under “Administrative Costs”.  These kinds of 
changes have no legal nor practical implications.  
However, when trying to get a sense of where our 
money is going and where it came from, using this 
kind of accounting categories can be very useful.  Skip 
commended MK and Dee for doing such a good job 
with the financial records. 

Hamfest Chair- Paul, KE4OXN 
Paul reported that everything was on track for 
DurHamFest on May 25th.  Michael offered to sell 
hamfest tickets at meetings of other clubs, as he did 
last year.  It was also suggested that we sell 
DurHamFest tickets at RARSfest.  There is no 
discount for early purchase, but the stub is entered in 
a special drawing for a cash prize. 

There was some discussion about food sold at the 
hamfest.  Dee argued that the trickiest part of doing 
this is getting the quantities right.  If you have lots left 
over, you may lose your shirt.  In past years we have 
handled that problem by buying predominantly food 
and beverages that can be used afterwards.  For 
example beverages are used for Field Day.  Some of 
the food can also be used that way.  Other things are 
chosen because Dee and MK can use them.  This way, 
the DFMA is charged only for what is actually used.  
The bulk of the remaining stuff is bought (back) by 
the Field Day kitchen or by Dee and MK.  Of course, 
some things like hamburger buns don’t keep.  
Leftovers of that kind are given to club members or 
discarded. 

Paul also announced that after having run 
DurHamFest for so many years, he’d like to retire.  
Anyone interested? 

Field Day Coordinator - Dave, W4SAR 
Dave reported that he inquired about underground 
utilities at  the Elizabeth Brady Road site and had 
been told that except near the building, there would 
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be no problem.  He is also signing up Band Captains.  
80 meter phone is still open and he has not heard yet 
if Russ, KF4WXD, will continue to run 20 meter 
phone.  .Dave will combine digital for all bands into 
one operation. 

Dan, KR4UB, reported that insurance issues are being 
taken care of.  Board members also reaffirmed that 
the DFMA will again pay for the “Porta John”. 

Repeater Manager - Charlie, NC4CD 
Charlie reported he is still waiting for SERA for 
coordination approval for the move to TV Hill.  
Danny, K4ITL, told him that there should be no 
problem.  He is getting help with the controller 
software from KV7D, KK4EIB. and KK4PH. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Skip, N4SKP, reported that he had gotten a sample 
DFMA cap which was not satisfactory.  Since 
subsequent email was not answered, he has decided 
to try another vendor. 

Karen, KD4YJZ, inquired about efforts to find a 
replacement ARES EC.  There was no progress to 
report. 

Meeting adjourned. 

Buy – Sell – Trade 

W4NNE Estate Sale 
- Collins 75A4 Receiver Excellent condition with
original manual SN 4245 $1000
- Collins 30L1 Amplifier Wing Label with manual
$700
- MFJ HF/VHF SWR Analyzer with manual $175
- Kenwood TS850S Transceiver with ext. speaker and
power supply.  All manuals no Mic $500
- Henry 3k Amplifier with manual (Still in Georgia)
pictures available

For more info contact Sid, W4QWM at 
sedwards11@nc.rr.com 

New Coax Deal 
I now have another vendor, endorsed by a user on 
Towertalk, which will get us 1000 feet for 50cents/ft, 
delivered.  Their specs are the same as LMR-400. 
I don’t really need much at all, but will bankroll an 
order IF people speak for most of it.  Let me know... 
Wilson – W4BOH 

Beach House for Rent 
My wife and I do not rent our beach house on a 
regular basis. We have talked it over and since the 
HAMs in the area have been so helpful to me I would 
like to show my gratitude. If anyone in your club is 
interested in going to the beach for a vacation please 
contact me for more details. 
Steve Bartis - K1MAR steve.bartis@duke.edu 

Wanted: Dead Microwave Ovens 
I can use dead/dying/unwanted microwave ovens.  
The power transformers can be used for power 
supply construction.  Thanks. 
Wilson – W4BOH 

Upcoming Events (dfma.org for details) 

3/30    8am RARSFest, Raleigh  
4/2      6pm DFMA Meeting, Bullock’s BBQ 
4/8      7pm OCRA Meeting, Orange County EOC 
4/13    10am VE Testing, Orange County EOC 
4/16    7pm DFMA Board Meeting, NC4CD Offices 
5/7      6pm DFMA Meeting, Bullock’s BBQ 

4B 

73 - Dee, KU4GC, editor 
Send copy to ku4gc@amsat.org 
Deadline: one week before the Club Meeting 
(Images courtesy of  KU4GC or as credited) 

Web Site: dfma.org

mailto:ku4gc@amsat.org
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And a few more pictures: 

Bob, if you keep watering that tree it will get even 
bigger!  

Picture courtesy of KJ4GDW 

Wayne has it under control at the Creekside Science Fair 

Picture courtesy of KK4PH 

Rhett and Bob ready for the first Creekside customer. 

Picture courtesy of KK4PH 


